
D | A | A | P 
 

            school of art 
 

                                   

Master of Fine Arts 
    Program Information 
           2016-2017 

 
 

 
 



  

 

 
College of Design, Architecture, Art, and Planning 
School of Art/ Fine Arts 
                       / Art History  
                       / Art Education 
University of Cincinnati 
PO Box 210016 
Cincinnati, OH 45220 
 
Phone: (513)556-2962 
Fax:      (513)556-2887 

 

Dear Prospective Graduate Student:  

Enclosed please find information about our Master of Fine Arts program at the University of Cincinnati. 
Our program enrolls students who apply into one of three disciplines; 2D Studio (any combination of 
Painting, Drawing and Printmaking), 3D Studio (any combination of Sculpture and Ceramic Sculpture), 
or Media Arts (any combination of Electronic Art and Photography). Once enrolled, interdisciplinary 
work is encouraged but not required. Studio spaces, Graduate Assistantships, Scholarships, and 
Fellowships are available, and we also offer guidance in professional practices. In addition, students have 
the option to earn certificates in Museum Studies or Curatorial Studies. Recent alumni have secured full-
time positions at such institutions as Washington State University, Florida Atlantic University, Sam 
Houston State University, Washington University, St. Louis; Herron School of Art in Indianapolis; Grand 
Valley State University in Grand Rapids MI; Coker College in Hartsville SC; Oregon State University in 
Ashland OR; Gonzaga University in Spokane; Hanover College in Hanover IN; Baldwin Wallace 
University in Cleveland; Bucknell University, PA; among many other places, including museums. Several 
alumni own and operate independent galleries and non-profit arts centers.  

The application form and the entire Graduate Handbook is available online at http://www.grad.uc.edu.  
Information about our school, faculty, and students is available online at 
http://daap.uc.edu/academics/art.html.  
 
Of course, we would also be pleased to speak with you or meet with you in person. If you would like to 
make an appointment with me, or if you have any questions regarding the application process or the 
program, please call me at (513) 556-2426 or email me at the address below (email is best - I check it 
several times a day). I would be happy to meet with you, show you our facility, and answer any questions 
you may have.  

The application deadline is January 15 for admission the following fall semester.  

Thank you for your interest in our program. I look forward to hearing from you!  

Best wishes,  

 
Joe Girandola, Associate Professor  
Director of Graduate Studies in Fine Arts  
(513) 556-2426  
joe.girandola@uc.edu 
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PREFACE 
 
The Division of Graduate Studies and Research at the University of Cincinnati exists to serve the needs of faculty 
and graduate students, and to enhance these efforts through academic leadership, administrative service, and 
financial support.  It is headed by the University Dean for Graduate Studies and Research, who serves as 
coordinator to all graduate programs throughout the University.  It is the function of the Graduate School to 
afford its members, students, and faculty, opportunities for advanced work in their chosen fields.  The All-
University Graduate Faculty has the responsibility for determining educational policies and regulating 
requirements for the admission of students, their candidacy, and the awarding to them of degrees.  The 
Graduate Faculty formulates common rules of instruction throughout the various departments of study, precise 
manners of instruction, and individual methods for evaluating the results of examinations. 
 
Students should also be in compliance with the Rules and Policies of the University of Cincinnati Graduate 
School which is located at http://grad.uc.edu/student-life/graduate_studenthandbook.html. 
 
 
THE FINE ARTS PROGRAM 
 
The Fine Arts Program at the University of Cincinnati offers work leading to the Master of Fine Arts degree with 
studio practices in 2D Studio (Drawing, Painting, Printmaking), 3D Studio (Ceramic, Sculpture, Installation), and 
Media Arts (Electronic Media and Photography).  The Fine Arts Program, along with the Visual Arts Education 
Program and the Art History Program comprise the School of Art, which is located in the College of Design, 
Architecture, Art, and Planning. 
 
 
RESOURCES 
 
The University of Cincinnati is a comprehensive, urban university and a member of the State system.  Located on 
five campuses, the University has seventeen component colleges and divisions that provide a wide range of 
undergraduate, graduate and professional programs.  About 44,000 students are enrolled at the University.  The 
main campus is located in the hilltop section called Clifton, readily accessible to a variety of housing, a few 
blocks from three interstate highways, yet only minutes away from the downtown center and other cultural 
resources.  Two hundred acres and an adjoining park give the University one of the more spacious of urban 
campuses.  A municipal university until 1974, the University of Cincinnati and its programs continue to enjoy 
close relations with the city's agencies, institutions, and businesses; many of which provide resources for the Fine 
Arts Program and the School of Art. 
 
The City of Cincinnati is an attractive city on the picturesque Ohio River.  The three-state metropolitan area has a 
population of 1.5 million people.  Cincinnati boasts an accessible and pleasant downtown area, a fine resident 
symphony orchestra and ballet company, accomplished amateur and professional theater groups, and a 
summer opera series.  An outstanding system of city and county parks makes outdoor recreation both 
inexpensive and convenient.  The Art Museum is one of the earliest collections in the United States and is still 
considered one of the finest.  The Contemporary Arts Center brings a contemporary and experimental 
dimension to the art life of the city, while the famous Taft Museum is among the best private collections open to 
the public.  Numerous private and commercial galleries hold continuous exhibitions that offer the graduate 
student additional opportunities for viewing contemporary art. 
 
The College maintains The Philip M. Meyers, Jr. Memorial Gallery in the Steger Student Life Center on the Clifton 
Campus, and the Reed Gallery in the DAAP building which hold a broad range of exhibitions of the work of 
students, faculty, and invited artists.   
 
The University Library System has a collection of over 1.7 million bound volumes and includes (but is not limited 
to) the Langsam (Central) Library with its general research collection emphasizing the humanities and social 
sciences, the DAAP Library with its strong collection of Art and Art History related volumes,  the CCM library 



  

which houses materials on the performing arts, and the Classics Library, with its excellent collection of books on 
ancient Greek and Roman art and ancient and medieval art and architecture.  The University's holdings are 
complemented by the fine Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County and by the Library of the Cincinnati 
Art Museum, as well as the Lloyd library, and the Taft Museum library.  Our graduate program is the Fine Arts 
Chapter of the Graduate Student Governance Association, and information about the role of this organization 
can be found at: http://www.uc.edu/gsga/. 
 
APPLICATION AND ADMISSION 
 
 
APPLICATION 
The completed application should be received by January 15 for the following fall.   GRE or GMAT tests are not 
required. 
 
Application materials submitted online at UC’s Graduate School website: http://grad.uc.edu/admissions.html 

• University Graduate Application 
• Application Fee $65  
• Unofficial Transcripts (Official transcript will be requested if you are accepted)  

o Submit all transcripts from previous colleges and/or art schools 
• 3 letters of recommendation  

o Recommenders should be people familiar with your academic and professional abilities.  Ask 
them to provide the following information: 
• Who they are 
• Their relationship to you 
• Why they think you will succeed in the Graduate Fine Arts Program at the University of 

Cincinnati 
The recommenders you list in your online application will receive information via email about 
submitting their recommendation letter online.  

• Artist’s Statement  
o Include a statement (up to 500 words) describing the long-term goal to be met by graduate 

study.  Include the following: 
  • a general introduction to the work in the portfolio 
  • how you would like to creatively develop in graduate school 
  • any professional interests (teaching?  galleries?) 
  • whether you are interested in teaching while in graduate school 

• Resume 
• Proof of English Proficiency (International Students only-submitted directly to UC from the testing 

agency- university code of 1833) 
 
We are no longer accepting links to websites or hard copies of portfolios. 
Application materials submitted online at Acceptd’s website: https://app.getacceptd.com/daap 

• Additional fee of $30 
• Portfolio Image List/descriptions in separate file which includes:  

§ title of work, date of work, dimensions, if applicable, materials 
• Portfolio 

o For 2D Studio, 3D studio and Photography: 
Twenty (20) images.  Images should be no more than 1 MB each, at 72 dpi.   

o For Electronic Art:  
Between two and six works in digital imaging, net.art, animation, sound, video, interactive, 

game design, coding or other new media artforms.  Time-based work should be limited to a 
total of ten minutes or less. Samples may be submitted via disc or URL (preferred).  Only work in 
which the applicant has played a major role in the project should be submitted.  Please attach a 
brief statement about each work, including an explanation of your role in making the piece. 
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ADMISSION 
 
The Fine Arts Graduate Program normally accepts fifteen- twenty students per year.  The Fine Arts Program does 
not make decisions on the basis of race, age, sex, color, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, or handicap. 
 
There are three types of admission/standings in the graduate program.  They are (1) Full Graduate Standing, (2) 
Provisional Admission, (3) Unclassified Graduate Student.  Please read the University of Cincinnati Graduate 
Handbook for a full description of these.  It is located at http://grad.uc.edu/student-
life/graduate_studenthandbook.html. 
 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
 
Foreign students can only be admitted with full graduate standing.  If you are a foreign student you must fulfill 
U.S. Immigration Service requirements and must register with the International Services and Foreign Student 
Counseling Office.  A minimum TOEFL (Test of English as Foreign Language) score of 68 is required.  The test 
should be administered in the country of residence prior to the time of application.  The requirements may be 
temporarily waived for you if you have completed an academic program of two years or more in an accredited 
American college or university. You are also required to carry the specified health and accident insurance. 
 
FINANCIAL AID 
 
 

Graduate students may obtain financial support from several sources. 

• The University of Cincinnati provides merit-based graduate awards in the form of tuition scholarships 
(known as Graduate Incentive Awards (GIA) and Graduate Assistant Scholarships (GAS)), graduate 
assistantships (including teaching and research assistantships), and program-specific scholarships and 
fellowships. 

• Scholarship and fellowship support is also available from a diverse collection of external sponsors at the 
local, state, national, and international levels. 

• Need-based support may be obtained from federal and state sources. 

Financial support from each of these sources is available at: 
 
https://grad.uc.edu/student-life/graduate_studenthandbook/financial_support.html 
 
 
NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY 
 
The Fine Arts Program of the University of Cincinnati reaffirms its policy that discrimination on the basis of race, 
gender, color, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, handicap or age will not be practiced in any of its 
activities.  The full policy can be read here: Notice of Non-Discrimination 
(http://www.uc.edu/about/policies/non-discrimination.html). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

FINE ARTS GRADUATE PROGRAM  
 
Joe Girandola 
Director, Graduate Studies in Fine Arts  
6431A Aronoff  
College of Design, Architecture, Art, and Planning 
University of Cincinnati 
P.O. Box 210016 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-0016  
joe.girandola@uc.edu 
(513) 556-2426 
 
Kate Bonansinga  
Director, School of Art  
6431E Aronoff  
kate.bonansinga@uc.edu 
(513) 556-5132  
 
 
OFFICE INFORMATION 
 
University of Cincinnati 
College of Design, Architecture, Art, and Planning 
School of Art 
PO Box 210016 
Cincinnati, OH  45221-0016 
(513) 556-2962 office 
(513) 556-2887 fax 


